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PROPUESTA'Y CAMBIO:

Gerordo Gorcia Lopez,a lo vanguardia de lo orquitectura en México.
Por: Ximena Gironella
Fotes: Loura Cohen

NaCe en lo ciodod de Misico un 20 de
octubre de 1971, Estudio lo correro de
orquitecturd en o Universidod Andhuoc. A portii
del ofio de 1995, que termina sus estudios, se
incorpora o un despocho de arguitectos y tres
ofios después decide probor suerte por su cuents,
tue unn buenn decision. Es osi tomo estoblece
su propio despacho y construye desde entonces
cosos, edificios de deportomentos, bodegas in-
dustrioles y edificios de oficings.

En uno honita coso en lo colorin Lomas de
(hapultepec, Gerardo Garda Lpez recibe o Xik-Bal
Mogozine, El arquitecto ho trarsformade &l espocio
&n un despocho cdlido y luminaso, que propict un
amahle y grto ambiente paro comversar. Nos cuento
que inicio sus estudios en orquitecturo cosi de
manerm cosual, enim o lo universidod odn indeciso,
glige pimero Ingenierio industriol y poco despuis
pide su combio o arguitectura. Lo vococion se 1d
definiendo en Gerordo @ lo lorgo de su coner y se
renfirmart ol ejercer In pofesibn, de tol forma que
hoy no se imagina hociendo ofra cosn, “lo

orquitectura me gustoba coma o cuolquien, de los
vinjes @ ofros poises distutobo el observor bos
edificios, los cosos  los consincciones en general,
pero sm un senfida (riica™. Ahoto yo cloromente
tompenehodo con lo orquitecturn, considera que
dshn e una de los muestros mis ecles de lo cuftura
y desorolia de los diferentes socedodes, sobe que
£5 importante conocer los diferentes formos de vido
y necesidodes de coda entidod cultural y que estos
s refigjen en lo construcaidn, con est consciencio
sefiio; “Por ejemplo, lo orguitectum en poises de
primer mundo &5 diferente o lo de paises de teicer
mundo, porgue son ohas los necesidodes, se
desarrollon de distinto meneto, no es lo mismo
tonstrow un edificio de depariomentos en Muevo
York 0 en Poris, que en Guotemalo o Méxito, son
diferentes formas de wida y lo arguitecturn se adopi
0 esos circunstoncins especificns.” berardo piensa
que esto visidn no se contropone of buen gusio y
que <& puede levar o cobo uno obm de comcter
piblico sin renundiar o sus preferencios estéticos.
Identificodo con lo omuitecto contemporiines,




orostumivg osar pocos elementos, e guston fodos
los piedros noturoles, ko modero, b vercidod de
los materiales “... mis que o co%0 Son E5pacios,
ma gusto que todo esté muy iluminodo que seo
muy neuho, colores neutros, &s mas ogrodable o o
visto ¥ odemds se presta o cunlquier lipo de
decoracitn”. Gerardo conshuye pensandn en cubrit
hors mecesidodes hasicos ded chente, yo que son elkos
los que von o vivie & espodio, Si v 0 consiEr ung
tsa en lo primero que piensa es en comodidod, si
va o hocer uno oficing que sea funcionol, cuida los
proporciones, lo iluminacidn, pero siempre es
propositivo y conserva una ideo estifico definido
Hace poco tiempo fue invifodo o porticipar
&N un proyecio que ennqueceno sus expectomvos
en ol dmbito pofesional, conforme o lo realizodo
hosto emtonces: Noce lo idea de ceor un nuevo
espocio de orfe contempordneo que dario albergue
0 lo Coleccion Jumex; e proyecto y ke obro de lo
golerio se ke encomendd of joven omuitacio y du
ronte &l desomolle de bo mrsmo, destoubnd ko espe
ol que eshe reto ero pana & “En un prndipio pensé
que & proyerto de lo golerio ibo o ser muy ol
pero &5 lo més dificl que he hecho, fue todo un
refn posque involuctd muchisimas cosas, tonta &n
equipo @ instolociones espaoies, COMO &N (0S05
QUE N0 38 ¥en, (om0 por eiemipio, el hofo con un
curndor de orfe confempordnen. No fue facl, pomue
no sé tmto solomente de construlr o cudrio

wodrade, blanco, con luz y techo alto, sino que
involuerd los perspectivas que fenion fonto & cumeor
tomo &l dueio de b golen; fue un proyects muy
tompleio e interesonte. Ademas en este caso hubo
que quitorle importoncio o bo arquitechr, no hocerlo
notor parg no distroer lo ofencde, b colecdon de
orfe tenin que ser lo primordiol. Pratendi hocer un
aspacio muy neutro y fexble, se quikon iy se ponen
mutes segin los necesidodes de lo exhibicion,
Tompore quise que fuem muy industial por estor
dentro de una fbrco, pero si pretendi propones un
buen espotio omuitectomeo. Lo mis compejo an esh
proyecto fue lo Buminacian, yo que quenomos que
éistu fuern noturnd,  logromos nuesiro objetiva; por
otra parte se loged una duminocian artificial muy
parecido o ko notural of emplear ung luz muy blenca,”

Despies de convivir estrechomante con I
vonguordia arfistico, Genordo Garcia Lopez consider
que o orquitectur en lo actuelidod esta mos ligado
que runco al orte contampordneo, yo que se intaito
it mids olld de lo trodicional romper con lo
establecido, propanes, combiar, encontrar todos hos
dios cosos nueves y, coherente con las tendencios
ocuales, & do cuento de que muchas vaces lo
innovocian se encuentrn en el posado, & mismo
explica | propuesto arquitectnica lamada “retm”
*Es coma sesentara, se ve raflejodo tombidn en
los muebles, en la decorocion en gengrol, es muy
lineal, se busco la linea recta, se retoman muchos
tosos, pero odaptdndalos o nuest apoco,”

A porte del proyecto de ko golein Jumex, Gerondo
thetectn en él ko ingueud por reolizar obrrs de servco
ol publico, ke encontoria seguir por ese comino: canfros
tomercioles, golerias, museos, restourantes, hoteles,
gmndes corporativos, etcater, Prayectos gue le
iepresanten refos ceafivas y propositives, que sigan
ennqueckendo su ya productive corerg,

A nuesto praguatn sohie su futurn y su conceplo
sobie o omuitectur como formm de vidn, responde;
*Lo oruitecturo es muy gratificante, oungue como
negodo quizds no sea ko meor, pero puades constaar
tu desarrolla personal y profesionol, fienes mucho
ompo y hay grondes sofishocciones, que o lo mejor
ol comenm no fe do.”

hsi pues, Gerordo Garcio Lopez es uno de los
jivenes representantes de |o arquitecturn maxicon
contemporonen, le complocen los retos en su
profesion, propona y genera cambio o traves de los
Espucios omuitechincos qué conshuye,
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PROPOUNDING AND CHANGING

Gerardo Gorcin Lopez, of the forefront of architecture in Mexico.

By: Ximena Gironella
Photographs: Lourn Cohen

HE is bom in Mexico City in Octaber of 1971
He studies Architecture ot the Universidod Andhuot,
and when he gradutes in 1995 he joms o fim
Threa years loter he decdes to go off on his own —
it's o good choice. He builds houses, apartment
buikdings, industriol worehouses, ond office build-
ings. He is mvited to porticipate in o project that,
without knowing it of the time, will enhanes his
professionol expectations. It comsisted in creating
o new spoce for contemporary art which would
house the jumex Collection. The project s owaorded
to this young orchitect

A yoor after the gallery is unveiled, XicBal Mogo-
zing visits with Gerardo Garia Lpez fo falk 1o him
obout his accomplishments. The pleasont interview
tkes ploce in worm ond well it sumoundings of his
offices, o house he remodeled in Lomos de
Chopultepec, o residentiol section of Mexico City,

Gerordo fell info auchitecture school by chance
after having declored o mojor in industiol design
This change seemed naturol - his vocation esserted
itsedf during bis years os o student ond then os o
professional, so much so that todoy he connot see
himselt doing onmything else. “At first, | took pleo-
sure in orchitecture like onybody else; when | trov-
eled to other countries | enjoyed looking of the build
ings, the houses, ond other constructions — | obr
served hut without any criticol sense,” Gerordo ex-
ploined. Now completely absorbed in orchitechure,
he considers it 1o be one of the real somples of

[TWASN'T EASY, BECAUSE IT DIDN'T ONLY CALL FOR BUILDING A SQUARE,
WELL LIT, WHITE ROOM WITH HIGH CEILINGS; IT INVOLVED INCORPORATING
THE PERSPECTIVES OF THE CURATOR AND THE OWNER OF THE GALLERY —
THE RESULT WAS A VERY COMPLEX AND INTERESTING PROJECT.



cutture and development of the fife styles ond needs
of different social orders that ore reflected i their
buildings. “For exaompla, architecture in first word
tountries is different from that found in the thind
world becouse there ore different needs ond they
develop differently; it is not the some to construct
on aparfment building in New York or Paris o3 it is
to huild one in Guatemola o Mexico — their people
sea life differently and orchitecture must odopt o
thase spedific crcumstonces.®

|dentified as on architect with contemporary ten-
dancies, he uses few materiols. He likes notural
stong, wood — true elements. ... mom thon
anything else | work spoces, | like tht everything
is well lit, ond that it be very neutral = neutral
colors s well, it is more pleasont to the #ye ond it
allows for oll types of decor.”  He constructs with
the user's bosic neads in mind becouse they are
the ones who are going o live there: if s o house
he is building he looks for comfort, if ir's on office
ha books for funcrionolity, he is particular about pro-
portion and lighting, but he is alwoys o proponent
ond refoins 0 clear esthetic ideo,

The building of the contemporary art gallery wos
o special project for Gerordo. He comments: “At
the beginning | thought that the gollery project
would be very easy but it wos the hordest thing

—
—

I've done. It wos o challenge becouss it invalved
meny aspects: from special instollations ond equip-
ment fo the unseen such os daoling with o curotor
of modem ort. It wosn't eosy, becouse it didn't
only coll for building o squore, well it, white room
with high cedings; it involved incorporating the per-
spactives of the curntor ond the owner of the gol
lery — the result wos o vary complex and interest
ing prowect. There was akso the chollenge of giving
the architecture o low profile so that it wouldn't
drstroct from irs' fundomentol pupase which wos
thot the art collection should not lose its” unique
quaiities in these new sumoundings. | med o (re
ote o neutral ond flexble spoce with walls that could
be ploced or removed occording to the needs of the
exhibit . .. Sinca the location is on the grounds of o
foctory, | didn't want to give it on indushial look,
but | did want to propound o good orchitectural
spore. The most complex problem on this project
waos the lighting — we wanted natural ighting and
we got it, os for the orificiol light, we ochieved
something quite similor fo naturol light by using in-
siruments and lomps that produce white light ~
As of this ossignment, Gerordo Garcia Lape: finds
himsalf searching for public service projects. He

THERE WAS ALSO THE CHALLENGE OF
GIVING THE ARCHITECTURE A LOW
PROFILE SO THAT IT WOULDN'T
DISTRACT FROM ITS" FUNDAMENTAL
PURPOSE WHICH WAS THAT THE ART
COLLECTION SHOULD NOT LOSE TS’
UNIQUE QUALITIES IN THESE NEW
SURROUNDINGS. I TRIED TO CREATE A
NEUTRAL AND FLEXIBLE SPACE WITH
WALLS THAT COULD BE PLACED OR
REMOVED ACCORDING TO THE NEEDS
OF THE EXHIBIT ...

would like fo confinue up this rood: developing com-
mercial hubs, ort galleries, musaums, restouronts,
hotels, large corparate centers ond such. Creotive
ond propounding chollenges that would keep on
enriching his alreody productive coreer

"Now o doys,” Gerordo believes, "orchitecture is
more than ever consolidated with contemporary ort
= it stetches beyond the toditional, breaking with
estoblished rules, propounding, changing, finding
new effects everydoy. Although,” he goes on to
xpiain, “there ore proposals today that are “sixyish’
that are olso reflected in fumiture and interior de-
sgn = It is very lineal — one looks for the stroight
fine fundomentally and borrows mony designs and
udapts them o our time.

“My line of work is very gratifying, olthough os
0 business it parhaps & not the best, but you con
measure your parsonal and professional develog-
ment, you hove o great deol of leswoy and there
are wonderful sotishers, that perhaps other profes-
sions do not offer,”

So then, berrdo Garcio Lapez is one of the young
representofives of contemporary Mexicon architec
fure, who enjoys the challenge of his profession —
he propounds and generotes change



